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Psalm 72 – JOY TO THE WORLD 

I. GENRE:  Royal Psalm of Petition  

A. Royal psalms are songs which pray for or teach about the God’s intention to 
bless His earthly King and kingdom. 

1. While many psalms by David are written during the time of his kingship, 
most of them do not center on his royal attributes. 

2. There are perhaps two dozen psalms which focus their attention on 
God’s unique blessing on the king. Some of the most famous include Pss 
2, 20, 21, 45, 72, and 110. 

B. These psalms are often messianic in one way or another. Some of them are 
direct prophecies about Messiah (e.g. Ps 110) while others set patterns for 
king’s to follow and which Messiah perfectly fulfills (e.g. Pss 20-21).  

3. SETTING & USAGE 

A. AUTHOR: David or Solomon. 

1. The superscription simply reads “leShelomoh,” a phrase that could mean 
“for Solomon” or “by Solomon.” 

2. The subscription (v. 20) might suggest that David is the author. 

3. Another theory is that the ideas expressed were David’s who prayed this 
on his deathbed for Solomon who later composed the prayer as a psalm.  

B. BACKGROUND: Solomon’s Ascension, c. 970 BC. The psalm envisions his 
coming to the throne as the people pray for blessing on him & the realm. 

C. PLACEMENT 

1. Psalm 72 ends the 2nd major collection in the book (Pss 42-72). The end 
of the poem (vv. 18-20) are a postscript that may have been added by 
the compilers, but they could well have been original to the poem. 

a. The Psalms were written over a period of 1000 years, and the size 
and arrangement of the book changed over the centuries. 

b. At some point in that history, psalm 72 was the end point for the 
collection of David’s songs. 

c. Eventually the book was arranged into 5 sections (1-41, 42-72, 73-
89, 90-106, 107-150), and Ps 72 was kept as a closing song, even 
though many of David’s psalms were placed later (eg, Pss 86, 101). 

d. In a general way, the five books move from the era of David to 
Solomon (Books 1-2) to the glory of the kingdom (Book 3), to the 
exile and the return (Books 4-5). 

2. Book 2 ends with reminders of the troubled end of David’s life (Pss 70-
71) before Solomon’s rise, followed by songs of the kingdom (Pss 72-89).  

III. STRUCTURE 

A. Invocation of Blessings on the King (vv. 1-17), Benediction of Blessing on God 
(vv. 18-19).  

B. Verses 1-17 contains 5 somewhat overlapping sections of prayer for the king. 

IV. NOTES: 

A. One challenge in interpreting this psalm is how to translate the mood of the 
verbs. Hebrew verb forms are sometimes ambiguous as to whether they are 
making requests (NASB) or statements (NKJV).  Context must determine. 
Since there is no ambiguity that the verbs in vv. 1, 8, 15-16 are requests, it 
seems best to understand most of the other verbs in the same way. 

B. While the psalm has much to say about the power and glory of the kingdom, 
it has more to say about the justice and equity. There are 7-8 verses on 
justice, 3 on prosperity, and 6 on international fame. 

C. The vastly expansive language in the psalm is clearly larger than what 
Solomon would fulfill. It was right for the nation to pray this way for him. But 
even at the height of his power and glory, he woefully failed to fulfill the 
ideal of ruling justly and caring for his people. These ideals anticipate the 
Greater Son of David, Jesus Christ. 

D. Three ways to apply the psalm. (1) How to prayer for leaders. (2) How to care 
for others. (3) What to expect in the Messiah’s coming kingdom. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


